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UPEP INSTRUCTOR RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

UPEP is committed to providing instructors the necessary resources and information to teach successful and meaningful courses at the Utah State Correctional Facility. Our team collectively brings more than 35 years of experience teaching in carceral settings across the United States. Listed below are the current resources available to UPEP students and instructors.

COURSE PREPARATION

	Resource
	Description

	UPEP orientation
	Before the start of each semester, UPEP facilitates a specialized orientation, aimed at reviewing program objectives, norms, and expectations regarding conduct, protocols, and communications for instructors and volunteers teaching inside the prison. 

	Instructor Technology
	Instructors cannot bring their own laptops or electronic devices inside the prison. Presentations should be brought into the prison on a physical thumb drive. Instructors have access to a UPEP laptop in the prison classroom with the same limited internet access as students. During their first week of class, the UPEP team will show instructors how to access the laptop and connect it to the television in our classroom.

	Student Technology
	Women’s Designated Side: Students in this unit have access to Securebooks to take back to their living quarters (similar to Chromebooks) with NO internet access—just Office 365 Suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint). Assigned reading material in the form of PDFs can be uploaded onto their Securebooks, and students can turn in digital writing assignments using Microsoft Word. 

Men’s Designated Side: Students in this unit do not have access to Securebooks, therefore will need all of their reading material in print and will submit handwritten writing assignments to instructors. 

	Course Assigned Readings
	While you may upload digital readings to student securebooks (women’s designated side only), we recommend you consider providing your assigned reading material in print in the form of course readers. The UPEP team prints and delivers syllabi, handouts, and course readers at the beginning of every semester.

	Course readers and books
	Five weeks prior to the start of the semester, instructors will provide UPEP with a list of required books and/or digital course reader. Any student material we bring inside the prison requires a Corrections’ clearance and our staff need time to process all requests.

	Student academic supplies
	UPEP provides all necessary academic supplies to students at no-cost supplies (e.g., composition books, pens.)   Please request specialized tools or supplies (e.g., graphing calculator) to UPEP leadership prior to the start of the semester.

	Weekly classroom report via Microsoft Teams
	Prior to the beginning of the semester, Daycy Gomez will set up a Teams course channel to facilitate communication among the UPEP leadership team, instructors, TA’s, and Resource Room facilitators. After each class, the instructor and/or TA is required to write a short class summary via Teams. Special attention should be paid to any problems instructors may have encountered such as a movement delay, lockdown, technology not functioning, etc. We want to ensure our leadership team addresses any issues in a timely manner and that instructors can access timely answers to their questions. These reports should also include things that went well in the class.




DURING THE SEMESTER
	Resource
	Description

	Prison and program protocols
	The UPEP team is here to address any programmatic questions or concerns that may arise. Please frequently communicate with Education Manager, Daycy Gomez. 

	Pedagogy consultancy
	Teaching inside can be an incredible experience, but it also presents its own unique challenges. Faculty advisor, Dr. Pamela Cappas-Toro, and program director, Dr. Andy Eisen, can help instructors adapt pedagogical strategies in real-time to ensure material and student learning outcomes are met, discuss sensitive issues arising during class, support creative problem solving, and more.

	Printing
	The UPEP team can assist in printing copies of supplemental reading material you wish to provide during the semester. Please contact us and we will do our best to deliver it to you in a timely manner. 



AFTER THE SEMESTER:

Course evaluation: Additional information forthcoming for how UPEP will facilitate end-of-course evaluations for students.
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